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NOTES AND COMMENTS 


BELGIUM'S NEUTRALITY. 


N interesting sidclight is thrown upon this question by 
A a letter dated from Munich, August 23niz 

“,.. As you know, we were in Belgium. After having 
spent there sorrowful nights and) days, entirely cur of 
from any news from Germany, we were able to/cross he 
German frontier on the day of mobilization; ~~ 


Already at that time—when there was not yet any cause” 


for it from the German side—an incredible excitement pre- 
vailed throughout the country showing itself especially in 
a fanatic hatred of Germans. The soldiers—Belgium was 
already totally mobilized—marched trough the streets of 
Brussels, yelling and in many instances drunk; evetybody 
showed great fear of the German Army; 
to speak German and shouts were heal 
mands” (Kill the Germans), Thousands thronged in a run 
on the National Bank, the restaurants only gave lunch 
against advance payment in cash, When we passed through 
Liege, we found the fown bristling with guns. We had to 
pass the frontier by foot, as all trains were stopped. All 
our baggage was lost, except that little which we could carry, 
‘there was no hope that we ever would get it back. 
leanwhile the most unbelievable persecutions of Ger- 
Mans took place, women and children) were killed by the 
most cruel tortures in a way only thd 
Gongo in the darkest of Africa, 
Etirope. 
“Today ve know the cause of it: An gr 
“tween England, France and Belgium. ti 


# By the time 1 "write, Belgium has 
ely in our hands with the exc 
tion, 
e was taken already or 
axed peasants and th 


that all who 
bestion burned. 
fh to the Thirty 


, one of the 
republic and 
president of they 


pany, who is now. 

yesterday that the 

ing Americans threstenel: F th 
lution had won Germany manjey 
pecially among foreigners there. 
maining in Tampico went sò fat-as-y6 
in the European war. 


Europe,” he said, “because I am a good American of Irish 
ancestry, but I do hope at least that no harm may come to 
the German cruiser Dresden or to her gallant captain. You 
will probably remember what he did for Americans at Tam- 
pico when for reasons of expediency and diplomacy the 
two American war ships there were ordered away by Wash- 


“Personally 1 am a strict neutral regardingthe war in 


ington to Vera Cruz, The German captain went on shore 
and told the federals that if their rioting mobs were not 
dispersed and quieted in just fifteen minutes he would turn 
the guns of his ship on them. You can bet the authorities 
did disperse the rioters, too, and the plucky German skipper 
conveyed away safely all our American women and children. 
T certainly takeoff my hat to him, and I don’t believe I 
shall ever forget thelincident."—N. Y. Herald. 


FROM BERNARD SHAWS “THE MAN OF 
eee 


5 Published in 1898. 
TE LADY—Then you will Beat the .BAglis! 
shop-keepers are middle-class 
Naoutowix-No, because the Er are a race apart. 
No Englishman is too low to haveiScruples; no Englishman 
ig) high enough to be free from their tyranny. But every 
Englishman is born with a certain miraculous power that 
makes him master of the world. When he wants a thing, 
he never tells himself that he wants it. He waits patiently 
Until there comes into his mind, no one knows how, @ burn- 
ing conviction that itis his moral and religious duty to con- 
quer those who have got the thing he wants. Then he be- 
comes irresistit Like the aristocrat, he does what 
bim and gr: ‘what he wants: like the shop-keeper, 
pursues his\/purpose with the industry and steadfastn 
strong religious conviction and deep sense 
. He is never at a loss for an effect 
. AS ‘The great champion of freedom and 
he conquers and annexes half 
S it colonization. When he wants a n 
fated Manchester goods, he se 
e natives the gospel of peace. 
ary: he flies to arms in defence] 
it; conquers for it; and takes 
In defence jon his 


for all 


principle. Hd 
you on busit 
principles; 

his king on į 
on republicafi 


Mproperly spelled as follows: 
ILL-LIES REFUSE TRUTH” 
A. Lombey, Roselle Park, N. J. 


“MADE IN GERMANY.” 
HIS war was not made in Germany, but “Made in 


Germany” caused the war.—Charleston Deut- 
sche Zeitung. 
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WHO PROVOKED THE WAR? 


Incidents Showing the Historical Progress of Events Toward the Inevitable Clash. 
By FREDERICK F. SCHRADER. 


N December 1, 1913, Vienna was made acquainted 
with the revelations touching Russia's treaty 
with the Balkan States, prior to the war with Turkey, 
and the publications created the most profound ex- 
citement. For it furnished the evidence that almost all 
the arrangements, without exception, among the contract- 
ing parties were directed against Austria-Hungary. 
These arrangements covered the precise number of 
troops which each State was to furnish as well as the 
precise time when the warlike operations were to begin. 
According to these revelations, supported by authentic 
documentary evidence, Russia obliged herself to supply 
the war material and all obtainable information regard- 
ing the plans of Austria-Hungary. Besides this, she 
undertook to support the Balkan States by guaranteeing 
to protect their war against Turkey and Roumania. 


Antedating this, when in 1911 England unaccountably 
Projected herself into the Morocco muddle, the war 
fever in London reached fever heat. In Germany this 
interference was regarded as a provocation for war, 
and the London dispatches quoted “one of the wealthiest 
men in Berlin, closely associated with the foreign office 
and high in the Emperor's confidence”: 

“No matter where we seek to advance, we find Eng- 
land blocking our progress, It is a case of an irresis- 
tible force coming in contact with an immovable object, 
and the only possible result of such a collision is chaos 
—that is, war.” 

In London, at the Naval and Military Club and the 
United Service Club, “officers, old and young, look upon 
war as a practical certainty in the near future.” In the 
September before—this was in December—‘every 
naval officer on leave was recalled by telegram and 
even the able seamen at Portsmouth and Plymouth were 
Prepared for the worst.” (London dispatch Dec.1). 
To quote further, as showing the Kaiser’s attitude: 

“The German Emperor has chosen as his Christmas 
card this year a picture of a British super-dreadnought 
exchanging greetings in Portsmouth harbor with Nel- 
Son's famous flagship Victory. This is regarded by 


many in the United Service Club as a delicate and tact- 
ful attempt by the Kaiser to show his personal good will 
toward England.” 

France was tranquil. Foreign Minister de Selves 
delivered France’s contribution to the German-British 
debate and made some additions to the revelations 
commencing the Moroccean crisis, before a crowded 
house in the Chamber of Deputies. He said among 
other things (Paris dispatch Dec. 14) that “there had 
been a moment of tension due to the excessive de- 
mands of Germany. Reasonable negotiations ensued 
upon this, and he denied that Germany had become 
irritable and had tried to start a conflict, On the con- 
trary, he said, her attitude had been conciliatory.” The 
chief advantage of the agreement with Germany, he 
continued, was that it freed foreign politics from the 
Morroccan question which had been a permanent source 
of conflict. France had emerged from the negotiations 
far from being worsted. 

July 13, 1912, there appeared in the New York World 
a London cable dispatch, as follows: 

“The First Lord of the Admiralty, (Winston 
Churchill) according to his political connidants, will not 
take the offensive, but the Radicals fear he may seize 
any German provocation to plunge England into war. 
He is said to be obsessed with a feeling of Britain's 
naval might and is delighted at a bare prospect of 
demonstrating that might at Germany's expense.” 

Germany did not give the provocation, and matters 
drifted on. England and Russia had divided Persia 
between them. The Czar was already directing the 
policy which England was to follow in ner blind hatred 
of Germany. When you are in Rome you must do as 
the Romans do. England stood by in silence while 
Russia was inaugurating a reign of terror in her sphere 
of Persia. 

The dissident Liberals opened a campaign against 
Sir Edward Grey's foreign policy. But Grey was of 
one mind with Churchill as to war with Germany, and 
showed no signs of checking Russia. He was attacked 
by the influential Nation, which showed “our allies in 


Persia assisting in deeds which roused all England 
when the Bashi-Bazouks instead of Cossacks were 
their authors.” Photographs of the inhuman outrages 
were printed. Some were unprintable, “It remains 
to be seen,” said the correspondent of the New York 
Times under date of Sept. 14, 1912, “whether a Mc- 
Gahan or a Gladstone will arise to arouse the country 
to flame, such as that which followed the Bulgarian 
atrocities and altered the map of southeastern Europe.” 

The McGahan developed in the person of G. T. 
Turner, “who sent to the Manchester Guardian an 
article, charging the Russian troops with the indis- 
criminate shooting of men, women, and children in 
Tabriz, as well as with unspeakable atrocities by their 
Persiaa Governor, including beating men to death, 
sewing up the mouths of Constitutionalists, nailing 
horseshoes to men’s feet, and driving them through the 
bazaars, and with a general hanging vendetta against 
all whe were even supposed to favor the new Persian 
Constitution. 

“Prof. Browne also wrote to the Manchester Guar- 
dian, stating that he had obtained photographs which 
left ne doubt of the horrible character of the atrocities 
perpetrated in Tabriz. Two of these photographs are se 
dreadful that publication is impossible. 

“A correspondent of the Nation wrote, demanding 
their publication, “so that Englishmen might under- 
stand the price, paid in blood and national honor, for 
the Anglo-Russian alliance.” —(Cable New York Times, 
Sept, 14, 1912.) 

I quote here an editorial in the New York Evening 
Sun of January 3, 1913, which the editor of that paper 
might profitably reread in its entirety in view of its pres- 
ent attitude: 

“At a great meeting in London the other day a vig- 
orous protest, a protest of a real unpartisan sort, was 
made against the unrighteous participation of a British 
Liberal Government in the cold-blooded and unprin- 
cipled looting of a nation rightly struggling to be free. 
Even the Daily News of London, usually a whole hogger 
as far as the present administration of Mr, Asquith is 
concerned, could not swallow the vile imperialistic dose 
and spoke out as follows. 

“Ne man who believes that the honor of his country 
as an asset worth preserving or who is concerned for 
the security of our Indian Empire can be indifferent 
to the policy by which Russia, without consent, is oblit- 
erating a free people whose independence we have 
agreed to protect, and is preparing to advance her 
frontiers to those of our Indian Empire, There is no 
one im any party in this country today who does not 
deplore the attack on Persian freedom, who does not 
admit that it is a deliberate breach of the covenant of 
1907, and who does not know that it is profoundly pre- 
judicial to our business and imperial interests. To the 
plain man the fact that these things should be happening 
with oar sanction is unintelligble. They are unintelli- 
gible uat& we realize that the sacrifice of Persia is only 
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an incident in a scheme of policy which includes, among 
its other manifestations, the Moroccan crisis, Mongolia, 
‘Tripoli, and the general breakdown of the moral law of 
Europe. 

“The only excuse that the British Foreign Secretary 
had,” continues the Sun, “was that it was necessary t0 
keep Russia out of the orbit of our diplomacy. But the 
incidental sacrifice of moral ideas didn't even work. 
For Russia had made terms with Germany at Pots¢am. 
So, in fact, England, having stultified herself for the 
sake of Russia, as against Germany, the Czar’e Govern- 
ment has ignored the sacrifice and gone her own shifty 
As the ordinarily complacent Daily News puts 


“We (the English) have turned treaties inte waste 
Paper, we have deserted the little peoples who looked 
to us at least to keep our word, we have endangered 
the future of our most vital interests, and we have in- 
volved ourselves in an expenditure on armaments with- 
out parallel in the history of the world. Amd the result 
is that Europe is seething with unrest and fat the air 
is thick with rumors of impending disaster, the reason 
for which no man can specify. This is the situation to 
which Sir Edward Grey's policy has brought this eountry 
and Europe. 

“If the American, Shuster, "concludes the Jan, “has 
not made money or a career through his Persian 30- 
journ, he has done something much more fine; he has 
become a historic figure because of his effort 49 save 
a small nation from the wolves.” 

Sir Edward Grey, however, was content te see Eng- 
land accused of every violation, of solemn treaty obli- 
gations, and turn a deaf ear to the evidence of inhuman 
cruelty for the sake of holding Russia for the eventual 
blow against the German Empire. 

Assisting him was the London press, whic went to 
such extremes that it threatened to get beyond his 
control; and in a speech in the Commons om a prior 
date (Nov. 7, 1911) Grey, as the New York Times ex- 
pressed it, “rapped the yellow press.” What character 
of press it is, we have sufficient evidence at this time, 
when it supplies its American confreres with all the 
mendacious and twisted accounts of German barbarity, 
German defeats and German infamy whica our own 
Press so greedily swallows as proof stroag as Holy 
Writ 

On that date Grey was quoted as reading “the s0- 
called sensational press a homily on the danger of 
spreading false news offensive to other nations.” 

“Some of these days,” he remarked, "if false news 
continues to be reported, public resentment and excite- 


ment will get beyond the control of the Gevernment 
concerne 

The incidents which called forth Sir Edward's re- 
marks were an alleged interview with the British Am- 
bassador at Vienna, and an alleged passage in the 
speech of Home Secretary McKenna, both strongly crit- 
icising Germany. The Foreign Minister explained that 
neither the Ambassador nor Mr. McKeana had been 
guilty of the alleged indiscretions, but befere this was 
known in Germany the incidents had been construed as 
a direct public international affront, which had given 
rise to great resentment, and called ferth a request for 


lanations from the German Government, yet when it 
suited his purpose, Grey did nothing to check this rep- 
tile press. 

Distinguished Englishmen spoke their minds freely on 
the subject of friction with Germany, and severely re- 
buked Sir Edward for his persistent policy of nagging 
and thwarting the German striving for expansion. R. 
B, Cunningham-Graham, representing, as the New York 
Times admitted, “ a rapidly growing opinion in Eng- 
land,” a former member of Parliament, said February 
10, 1912: 


“I am in favor of an entente cordiale with Germany. 
1 advocated it in Parliament and publicly after the Fa- 
shoda incident, when it was unpopular with the Brit- 
ist public. I am in favor of an entente with the great 
or small in Europe and America, although I confess 
that when I think of the 178,000 political prisoners 
now detained in Russia and Siberia there is one inter- 
national entente that has, perhaps been a little previous. 

“To return to Agadir. When the news of the dis- 
patch of the Panther to that port was received, one 
would have thought that the knell of Great Britain's 
maritime supremacy had been rung. 

“At Agadir, as all the world knows, there is nothing 
but an open roadstead, which would require enormous 
expenditure to convert into a suitable harbor. Let us 
suppose that this expense had been incurred and that 
the German flag was now floating over Agadir. What 
Great Britain might have gained or lost, I cannot see. 
We have no right, human or divine, except, of course, 
the right of the stronger at sea, to say to Germany: 
‘You shall not acquire a harbor within so many miles 
of British possessions.’ This, 1 understand, was inti- 
mated to Germany by our Foreign Office; but, if this 
Policy were carried out to its logical sequence it would 
be impossible for Germany to acquire a harbor in al- 
most any portion of the world.” 


Sir Edward A. Holden, M. P., Chairman of the Lon- 
don City and Midland Bank, regarded as one of Eng- 
land's foremost financiers, made a pointed reference 
to the British attitude toward Germany in & public 
‘Speech: 
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“Germany's financiers and business men,” he said, 
“are equal to any in the world, They are assisting in 
the development of other countries in a most wonderful 
way. Outside her own country Germany has little ter- 
ritory which she can call her own. Other countries are 
acquiring additional interests abroad, but if Germany 
makes any move in the same direction she is imme- 
diately surrounded by difficulties. 

“Such a condition must ultimately lead to the break- 
ing of her bonds. 

“Speaking for myself, I think nothing could happen 
that would be more for the benefit of finance through- 
out the whole world than that more consideration 
were shown her. We do not desire war. We do not 
desire to see Germany's financial institutions crippled, 
neither do we desire to have our own financial insti- 
tutions crippled. But as sure as war takes place it will 
mean disaster to and the collapse of the financial sys. 
tem of the whole world.” 

We now know that nothing could divert Sir Edward 


and Winston Churchill from their plan to destroy the 
German navy and merchant marine. When the Londo 
Foreign Office declared that Japan had come into the 
contest against the protest of England, the Japanese 
statesman Kato gave it the lie, asserting in the Jap- 
anese parliament that Japan had declared war against 
Germany at the request of the English government, and 
that Japan was duly bound by its alliance, When Sir 
Edward gave the world the impression that Germany 
had violated the neutrality of Belgium, he deliberately 
concealed the fact that Germany had asked him if 
England would remain neutral if Germany did not 
violate the neutrality of Belgium, or that she had 
given her promise not to despoil France if England 
would promise to remain neutral, But Sir Edward 
wanted war. He wanted to destroy German rivalry in 
the commerce of the seas. France, perhaps, would have 
gladly retained her arms; but England wanted this 
war with Germany and Russia was behind the Balkan 
Alliance with its front against Austria, 

On England rests the shame of an alliance with a 
power whose atrocities in Persia shocked its own people. 


HAS FRANCE A TITLE TO ALSACE-LORRAINE? 


Extracts of a Letter, by Thomas Carlyle to the London Times During the Franco-German War, 


Chelsea, November 11th, 1870. 
= the Editor of the Times. 
irs 


“It is probably an amiable trait of human nature, this 
cheap pity and newspaper lamentation over fallen and af- 
flicted France; but it seems to me a very idle, dangerous and 
misguided feeling, as applied to cession of Alsace-Lorraine 

y France to her German conquerors, and argues, on the 
Part of England, a most profound ignorance as to the mutual 

ry of France and Germany, and the conduct of France 
toWards that country for long centuries back. The question 
for the Germans, in this crisis, is not one of “magnanimity” 
of “heroic pity and forgiveness to a fallen foe,” but of 
Solid prudence and practical consideration what the fallen 
foe will, in all likelihood, do when once on his feet again. 


Written on her memory in a dismally instructive manner, 
Germany has an experience of four hundred years on this 
point, of which on the English memory, if it ever was re- 
corded there, there is now little or no trace visible.” 

Carlyle’s description of the wrongs committed by France 
upon Germany which follows in his letter provides timely 
and instructive reading. There we have a chain from Louis 
XI to Napoleon IIT of vile attacks, robberies and devasta- 
tions. There are such links to the chain as the machina- 
tions of Richelieu which successfully kept up a thirty years 
war in Germany. 

“No French Ruler, not even Napoleon 1, was a feller or 
crueller enemy te Germany, or half so pernicious to it,” says 
Carlyle; “and Germany had done him no injury that I know 
of except that of existing beside him.” 
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‘Carlyle then continues: “No nation ever had so bad a 
neighbor as Germany has had in France for the last 400 
years; bad in all manner of ways; insolent, rapacious, in- 
Satiable, inappeasable, continually aggressive. 


“And now, furthermore, in all history there is no in- 
solent, unjust neighbor that ever got so complete, instan- 
‘taneous and ignominious a smashing down as France has 
mow got from Germany, Germany, after 400 years of ill- 
usage and generally ill-fortune from that neighbor, has at 
Mast the great happiness to see its enemy fairly down in this 
vmanner; and Germany, 1 do clearly believe, would be a 
foolish nation not to think of raising up some secure bound- 
ary fence between herself and such a neighbor, now that 
‘she has the chance, 


“There is no law of nature that I know of, no Heaven's 
Act of Parliament, whereby France, alone of terrestrial be- 
‘ings, shall not restore any portion of her plundered goods 
when the owners they were wrenched from have an op- 
portunity upon them. To nobody, except to France herself, 
for the moment, can it be credible that there is such a law 
of nature. Alsace and Lorraine were not got, either of them, 
in so divine a manner as to render that a probability. The 
cunning of Richelieu, the grandiose sword of Louis XIV— 
these are the only titles of France to those German coun- 
tries. Richelieu screwed them loose and Louis le Grand, 
with his Turenne as supreme of modern Generals managed 
the rest of the operation, except, indeed, I should say, the 
‘burning of the Palatinate, from Heidelberg Palace steadily 
downwards, into black ruin; which Turenne would not do 
sufficiently, and which Louis had to get done by another. 
There was also a good deal of extortionate lav-practise, 
what we may fairly call violent sharp attorneyism, put in 
use. 


“Nay, as to Strassburg, it was not even attorneyism, much 
fess a long-sword, that did the feat; it was a housebreaker’s 
jimmy on the part of the Grand Monarque. Strassburg was 


got in time of profound peace by bribing of the magistrate 
to do treason, on his part, and admit his garrison on night. 
Nor as to Metz la Pucelle, nor any of these Three Bishop- 
rics, was it force of war that brought them over to France; 
rather it was force of fraudulent pawnbroking. King Henri 
II. (year 1552) got these places—Protestants, applying to 
him in their extreme need—as we may say, in the way of 
pledge. Henri entered there with banners spread and drums 
beating, ‘solely in defence of German liberty, as God shall 
witness,’ did nothing for Protestantism or German liberty 
(German liberty managing rapidly to help itself in this in- 
stance): and then, like a brazen-faced, unjust pawnbroker, 
refused to give the places back—had ancient rights over 
them, extremely indubitable to him, and could not give them 
back. And never yet, by any pressure or persuasion, would. 
The great Charles V., Protestantism itself now supporting, 
endeavored, with his utmost energy and to the very crackivg 
of his heart, to compel him, but could not. The present 
Hohenzollern King, a modest and pacific man in comparis- 
on, could and has. I believe it to be perfectly just, rational, 
and wise that Germany should take these countries home 
with her from her unexampled campaign, and, by well for- 
tifying her own old Wasgau (‘Vosges’), Hunderueck (Dog’s- 
back), Three Bishopries, and other military strengths, secure 
herself in time coming against French visits.” 


The above needs no comment. One cannot but feel that 
Carlyle like the scholars of Cambridge and Oxford, like the 
two distinguished members of the British Cabinet and a 
large and responsible part of the English people would have 
felt profound grief at the English--Russo-Japanese mesal- 
fiance, were he living to-day. Would he recognize the pres- 
ent England with one eye fixed on the Russian hordes and 
the other on yellow Mongols praying to have them succeed 
in the destruction of Germany and its civilization, as the 
same old England of the past? No, he would not. White 
books nor white wash could cloud his eye sight and he would 
grieve at Sir Edward's work. F. Borgemeister. 


THE AMERICAN PRESS AND THE WAR 


By DR. A. B. FAUST, Cornell University. 


HERE bas been for the most part a noteworthy change 

in the attitude of the American press on the subject 
of the European war. A few weeks ago, the question might 
well be asked, is this country neutral or is it at ws i 
tthe latter had been our unfortunate plight, the editorials of 
our newspapers could not have been more passionate and 
prejudicial. There arose in consequence a huge wave of 
indignation among the masses of German-American citi- 
zens throughout the country. These people, though hy- 
phenated, are not homeless, destitute wayfarers, who 
‘owe a special debt for shelter or rescue from a monarchial 
Yorm of government. German refugees there have been, to 
be sure, idealists, who for what they received contributed 
loyally to the welfare of their adopted country. The blood, 
brawn and brain of the German immigrations of the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries has entered into the 
fibre of the American people, The Germans who have 
come over dering the present generation are fewer in 
mimber, but as a class more capable, better educated and 
better trained than those of any immigration that has pre- 
ceded them. What was their grievance? It could not be 
that they objected to sympathy shown for France or Eng- 
land by people of those national stocks? No, it was 
the wide circulation of slanders, libels, and lies, which 


were passed on as news, The torture of prisoners taken 
by the Germans; the murder of Danish children who shouted 
for France; the barbarous treatment of American citizens 
by Germans; indignities shown ambassadors on leaving 
Berlin; fictions such as these under glaring head-lines were 
Published by the leading American dailies some of whom 
claim to give only the news that is ft to print. No 
wonder that from the Atlantic to the Pacific the Germans 
with a voice of thunder deciaimed against such vilifications 
of their national character! The New York dailies ex- 
explained, that they were conscious of the fact, that news 
coming from London and Paris, their only sources, must 
necessarily be biased, and that they were obliged to publish 
that which was given them as news. Aye, there’s the rub! 
You are confessedly under coercion, a bondage far more 
dangerous than that of any potentate in existence. Can 
you, when enslaved, profess to be leaders of public opinion? 
Nay, you are in danger of becoming perverters of public 


opinion! 

Very largely owing to the prompt check received by be 
earnest protests of the large German element in every im- 
Portant city in the country, our editors have begun to reflects 
and to weigh more judiciously the questions of right and 
wong in this most terrible of all wars, 
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The American sense of humor readily grasps the situa- 
tion in such a report as: “The French and English, their 
plan of attack having failed, owing to unforeseen difficulties, 
have retired to their covering positions.” The daily vic- 
tories given out by the French, and the London reports of 
the great successes of the Russians (England’s big brother) 
advancing with an army of several millions in East Prussia, 
cannot fail to impress the unbiased American mind as signs 
of weakness on the part of the Allies, Applause will soon 
be the reward of that people, who do not deride their ene- 
mies, who with silent determination are fighting against the 
greatest odds ever known, and are exhibiting before the 
world the most heroic and brilliant struggle in modern his- 
tory. 

Since the publication of the English and the German white 
Paper, the attempt was repeated in some quarters, to prove 
that Germany was the aggressor. What these publications 
show, is that Germany threw the responsibility for war or 
peace upon Russia, Russia's mobilization was the block 
that stood in the way of mediation. Germany seems to have 
expected France, but hoped that England would not enter 
the war. The violation of the neutrality of Belgium, a 
necessary war measure for Germany's self-preservation, 
gave the war-party in England the sought-for advantage. 
In connection with the violation of the neutrality of Bel- 
gium, it must be remembered that Germany is fighting also 
against Time. If she succeeds in humbling two of the six 
nations against her, Belgium and France within a short 
period, then Time will remain neutral, otherwise it will in- 
tervene in favor of Russia, In this respect Time resembles 
Italy, who will not attack Austria, if Germany succeeds in 
speedily conquering France. 

The question as to who began the war is after all an ac- 
cidental one, the war situation between the great powers of 
Europe has existed for a number of years, and the match 
was applied at an unexpected time and place. Perhaps no 
one of the great powers courted war at this particular time, 
but each of them, armed to the teeth and cursed with a very 
ticklish sense of national honor, refused to stand off when 
the trouble came, Each of the Allies had a particular ob- 
ject to gain, France to win back Alsace and Lorraine, Eng- 


land to destroy Germany's navy and remove a dangerous” 


competitor in the world’s markets, Russia to reach Con- 
stantinople by way of Berlin; Austria also may have looked 
for greater influence in the Balkans and an enlargement of 
territory. Germany, with far more to lose than any of the 
Powers, and nothing to gain, seems to have gone ahead with 
fatalistic resolve; the war is inevitable, better now than at a 
later time, 


Austria undoubtedly could foresee that a punitive expe- 
dition into Servia would provoke Russia, Is there any ex- 
planation for her conduct? An Austrian living in this 
country, to whom this question was put, drew the following 
Parallel: Suppose, said he, some agent in the employ, or 
With the connivance of Huerta (King Peter of Servia owes 
his throne to the assassination of his predecessor, and re- 
warded the murderers,) had murdered the President of the 
United States; suppose that the government of Huerta had 
in a half-hearted sort of way assented to the punishment of 
the conspirators, but without representation of the United 
States at the trials of suspects; suppose that some foreign 
power, say Japan, had given a strong backing to the govern- 
ment in Mexico, which we considered responsible for the 
murder of our President—what in such a case would the 
American people have done? Could they have been re- 
strained from marching into Mexico? Would they have 
stopped to consider the consequences, |. e, being involved in 


a war with Japan? Did the American people hold back when 
the Maine was destroyed, though the proofs of Spain’s part 
in the act could not be found? 


Some light can be gained on what preceded by studying 
succeeding events, those that have occurred within the last 
few weeks. Tho splendid resistance made by the Belgian 
troops shows a degree of preparedness for war most aston- 
ishing. It seems to give ground for the suspicion of Ger- 
many, that Belgium has been for the last few years the 
actual ally of France and England. The rapid advance of 
the Russians in East Prussia seems to indicate that Russia 
began her mobilization weeks before the outbreak of hos- 
tilities, and that the German government correctly sav a 
cause for war in Russia's unprecendented mobilization. The 
entrance into the conflict of Japan, encouraged by England, 
as we learn from Tokio, proves to the German people that 
she owes her isolation alone to England, that England is 
the most implacable of her enemies. Contemptible indeed 
is the method of England’s warfare, It is the method of the 
intriguer, who conscious of his own weakness, does not dare 
to fight his battles alone, but summons all discontented and 
avaricious elements that he can gather, to his aid, Not 
enough that the Slay and Gaul are leagued against his 
enemy, but the yellow race and the Hindu from the Orient, 
the Turco from Africa, are brought together to fight against 
England’s kinsmen the Teuton, Such acts of treachery make 
poor diplomacy in the long run; in the eyes of the world 
they cannot be wiped out by any brilliant victories by land 
or sea, Yet this policy is not a new one for England, Did 
she not incite the most warlike of the Indian tribes, the 
ix Nations, to burn the settlements of the American fron- 
tiersmen, to scalp man, woman and child? Knowing the 
savagery of the Indian race, how ever can such a policy 
be defended? What was the result? It made the Revo- 
lutionary war more terrible for the border settlers without 
gaining any strategic advantage for the country that dis- 
graced itself with such an alliance, England consistently 
avoided spilling much of her own blood in the Napoleonie 
wars, she succeeded in getting others to fight her battles. 
But the time may come when her allies will grow weary of 
pulling chestnuts out of the fire for her sake. This would 
certainly happen in a three years’ war such as foreshadowed 
by England's minister of war. A three years’ war such 
planned by General Kitchener, would transform all Europe 
into one great charnel house. And what about the rights of 
neutral nations? They would also suffer greatly, and their 
discontent would also become a factor. An important ques- 
tion worthy of consideration at Peace conferences, is the 
duration of wars, The interests of neutral nations would 
demand that a time limit be set on all wars, When the 
time expires, whoever is down has lost, if the fight is a draw, 
both parties can claim victory, but the war must stop, 


EUROPE AND THE SEA. 


GERMAN triumph will bring equality of opportunity 
to all who traverse the sea, and in order to safeguard 
that new-won freedom Ireland, the Keeper of the Seas for 
Great Britain must become the Keeper of the Seas for 
Europe. Such is the object of the German effort: such the 
possibility and hope to Ireland and the sea nations of a 
German triumph. A German victory must bring as one of 
the surest guarantees of future peace and liberty for all an 
Ireland restored to Europe and erected into a sovereign 
State under International guarantees. 
From Ireland, Germany and Freedom of the Seas. Pub- 
lished by the Irish Press Bureau, Price 10 cents. 
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Ernst Haeckel and Rudolph Eucken Rally to the Flag 


Translated for THe FATHERLAND by Prof. Henry C. Wood, 
of Johns Hopkins University. 
DECLARATION, 
HE whole learned world of Germany is at the present 
time roused to feelings of deep anger and strong 
moral resentment at the conduct of England, We the under- 
signed, who have both of us been for many years connected 
with England through the bonds of science and by personal 
relationships, consider ourselves entitled to give public ex- 
pression to this feeling of profound indignation, 

In close companionship with English scholars of con- 
genial aims, we have zealously endeavored to bring the two 
great nations closer to each other in spirit and to promote 
a better mutual understanding; fruitful interchange of 
English and German culture appeared to us not only de- 
sirable, but indispensable for the intellectual progress of hu- 
manity, which is at the present time confronted with such 
stupendous tasks. We gratefully acknowledge the favor- 
able reception which our endeavors have met with in Eng- 
land; great and noble qualities, native to the English race, 
manifested themselves to us and we were led to hope that 
these traits would get the better of and outgrow the dangers 
and disadvantages bound up in the English character. 

And now those qualities have succumbed to the ancient 
English malady, to a brutal national egotism which, careless 
of morality or its opposite, pursues its own advantage. 


Examples of such a ruthless egotism are unfortunately 
all too common in English history; it may sufice to recall 
in passing the destruction of the Danish fleet (1807) and the 
theft of the Dutch colonies during the Napoleonic wars. 
But what is happening to-day surpasses every instance 
from the past; this last example will be permanently char- 
acterized in the annals of the world as the indelible shame 
of England. Great Britain is fighting for a Slavic, semi- 
Asiatic power against Teutonism; she is fighting not only 
in the ranks of barbarism, but also on the side of wrong 
and injustice, for let. it not be forgotten that Russia began 
the war, because she refused to permit adequate expiation 


for a miserable assassination; but the blame for extending 
the limits of the present conflict to the propertions of a 
‘world-war, through which the sum of human culture is 
threatened, rests upon England. 

And the reason for all this? Because England was 
envious of Germany's greatness, because she was bound 
to hinder further expansion of the German sphere at ary 
cost! There cannot be the least doubt that England wis 
determined from the start to break in upon Germany's greit 
conflict for national existence, to cast as many stones i$ 
possible in Germany’s path and to block her every effort 
towards adequate expansion. England lay in wait, until the 
favorable opportunity for inflicting a lasting injury upon 
Germany should come, and promptly seized upon the un- 
avoidable German invasion of Belgian territory as a pretext 
for draping her own brutal national egotism in a mantle of 
decency, 

‘Or is there in the whole world a person so simple as to 
believe that England would have declared war upon France, 
had the latter power invaded Belgium? In that event, Eng- 
land would have shed hypocritical tears over the necessary 
violation of international law, while concealing a laughing 
face behind the mask. The most repulsive thing in the whole 
business is this hypocritical Pharisaism; it merits only con- 
tempt. 

History shows that such sentiments as these, far from 
guiding nations upwards, lead them along the do 
path, But we of this present time have fixed our faith firm 
as a rock upon our righteous cause, and upon the superior 
Power and the inflexible will for victory that abide in the 
German nation, Nevertheless, the deplorable fact remains, 
that the boundless egotism already mentioned has for that 
span of the future discernible to us destroyed the collabora- 
tion of the two nations which was so full of promise for the 
intellectual uplift of humanity. But the other party has 
willed it so. Upon England alone rests the monstrous guilt 
and the responsibility in the eye of world-history. 

Erst Haeckel. 


Jena, August 18th, 1914. Rudolf Eucken. 


Former American Minister to Ecuador Writes to “The Fatherland” 


To the Editors of Tae FATRERLAND. 
Sirs: 

The very interesting correspondence between Mr. 
Schrader and Mr. Miller, Editor of the New York Times, 
which you published in your recent number, shows very 
clearly the influences of such an effort as you are making 
at the present time. On August 18, the New York Times 
editorially commented upon the “Intervention of Japan” 
in a manner so refreshing that I could not resist as a reg- 

“ular reader of that great journal (and it is a great news- 
paper) to express my appreciation of it which I did in the 
following letter: (I quote from memory) 

Editor, New York Times. 
Sir: 
_ Your editorial comments in the issue of yesterday and 
today upon the intervention of Japan in the existing Eu- 
Topean conflict, is to my mind most logical and convincing, 
„As a native born citizen of the United States, who has en- 
joyed years of experience in the general and diplomatic 


service of my country, I frankly say that my sy™- 
Pathies at this time are entirely with Germany and her 
Kaiser, 

Much effort has been made to differentiate between 
them, but as a matter of fact the Emperor of Germany was 
never closer to the hearts of the Germans than be is in 
this titanic struggle for the existence of Teutonic civiliza- 
tion. I regret, as an Anglo-Saxon, to have to 
that if British diplomacy did not actually force the pres- 
sent situation, it did little to prevent it. That England 
ally herself with the despotic Russian, the olive skinned 
Portuguese, the little brown Jap, etc, ete, to aid her {or 
commercial reasons, in the destruction of a kindred people, 
is quite in line with deeds which she has done in the past, 
If there ever should be, in the future, a real “yellow peril 
the responsibility for it will rest with England, 

William C. Fox. 

The Times did not honor me by reproducing the above 

although its columns have been open to many 
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of Germany, her ruler and her cause, This does not seem 
to me to be American fair play. If, in the observance of 
the strict and “Subtle Neutrality”—advised by the President, 
—a newspaper denies its columns to all comurications on 
the subject of the war, I would not find any real cause to 
complain. But for the Times, it would appear that the in- 
junction of neutrality applies only where partiality for 
Germany is concerned. Indeed in its editorial utterances, 
commenting on President Wilson for his cautionary remarks, 
it frankly did apply them more especially to those who feel 
‘somewhat as I do on the subject of the European conflagra- 
tion. 

I confidently look forward to the Japanese declaration 
of war as a blessing in disguise for Germany, and one 
which will awaken the American people to a true comprehen- 
sion of England’s responsibility. 


WE AND THE WORLD 


Since writing the above I have read the so-called “White 
Paper” and while I do not for one moment doubt the ac- 
suracy of the diplomatic interchanges, as well as the cor- 
Tectness of the paraphrases of the pour parlers, I am not 
at all disturbed in my premises, Behind ali this are the 
secret understandings, peculiar to European diplomacy, 
which are emphasized in the Anglo-Japanese alliance. While 
we, as Americans and “strangers to the dispute” concede 
to England her undisputed right to make any international 
arrangements she may see fit to do, we claim, at the same 
time, the right to put our own construction upon them. It 
will be a long time before we will forget or forgive her, 
especially since our own situation in the Orient is so deli- 
cate, for hiring Japan to assassinate a few thousand Ger- 
mans in the Pacific. William C. Fox, 

(Ex-American Minister to Ecuador.) 


By HANNS HEINZ EWERS. 


N the council of nations we silent remained, 
Once and twice and again. 
We stood aside and their tricks disdained— 
Once and twice and again. 
We never hurried, we never rushed 
When the earth was divided; then 
We heard the others greedily ery; 
WE WANTED PEACE—and we stood by— 
Twice and thrice and again. 


And yet, they never gave us a rest 

Never and never again; 

And envied our bounty with jealous breast 

Once and twice and again. 

With jeers and jibes, they poisoned our lives, 

They sharpened their swords and they whetted their knives; 
To slander the Germans they never stop. 

WE WANTED PEAGE—and we shut up 

Once and twice and again, 


For years they played their wanton game 
More and more again, 

Till the morning dawned when the reckoning came, 
Once and never again. 

Till the earth was sick with their brazen lies, 

Till the stench of their misdeeds sullied the skies, 
Till the German said: “Now be it enough! 

Tl suffer no longer the lies and the seoft 

Never and never again.” 


And up he went like a lightning ray, 
Anxious to settle the score; 

And he saw the enemy in great array— 
One and many more. 

Saw the enemy East and the enemy West 
The French and the Russian breast to breast. 
The Serb to the rear, the Belgian afore 

And the lying Britain, as of yore 

Still others and many more, 


With Sengalese Negroes, oh shameful time! 
‘The Frenchman supports his troops. 
With the desert’s outcasts, the carth 
With them and others to boot; 

And out of Britannia’s gigantic lap 
Forth come the Negro, the Hindu, the Jap; 
And as the English bagpipes play 

Five hundred million slaves will prey 

Upon one and crave for the loot. 


slime 


‘The enemy's jeers and the coward’s prod 
Resound from mountain to plain; 

And the German prays: “Now help me God, 
but once again.” 

is fist came down with a mighty stroke 
Till the Belgians? stubborn resistance broke, 
Till the newborn day the Frenchman found 
With trembling knees embracing the ground. 
‘Well done, once more and again, 


Tremble, ye Britain! The German hits 

And the German hits to the core. 

Like a typhoon strong his stainless sword 
Smote once and again and more, 

Tremble, ye Russians! and be aware 

The time has come for our score to square; 
And the broth you were brewing for us of late 
You vill swallow and we will hold the plate, 
Once and again and more. 


A sound re-echoes throughout the world 
Such as never was heard before, 
When the German strikes, the enemy is hurled 
To the ground, ‘midst the cannon’s roar. 
Quiet listens the world and out of breath 
For this fight is a fight for life or death; 
And when the final reckoning is done 
The Germans will have their place in the sun, 
Victorious, as ever before! 
(Translated for Tue FATHERLAND by Simon Biebani) 
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‘When you have finished reading this number, 
don't lay it aside, but pass it on to your Americ- 


an friends who may be anxious to know the 
other side of the great European conflict. 


ORGANIZE! ORGANIZE! 


What are the American citizens of German and 
Austro-Hungarian blood, and American sympathiz- 
ers generally, doing to stem the advancing tide of 
sentiment in favor of England, Russia, France and 
Japan? 

Are they doing anything at all beyond writing 
letters to the press which are not printed and adopt- 
ing resolutions in German which are not under- 
stood? 

Will they stand idly by while the New York daily 
Mail, Chronicle and Post, are disseminating un- 
checked among the American people at large false- 
hoods about German barbarity and violations of the 
laws of warfare? 

Do they realize what this will lead to in the end? 

It will lead to the United States being drawn into 
the war, 

To that end England, France and Belgian are 
straining every point. Paris papers are now re- 
printing editorials from New York dailies and pre- 
dicting that we shall soon be fighting for the ulti- 
mate ideals of the Allies, Rusian and Japanese. It 
is everything to crush Germany! t 

Arrangements should at once be made to send 
speakers to every city and town in the country to 
address public meetings in English. The local Ger- 
man societies should see that the largest theater 
available in such communities is secured for mass 
meetings for Americans. These should be addressed 


by speakers who can counteract the influence of the 
English press bureaus in this country and educate 
the American people to the true causes and meaning 
of this war. 

Next in importance, an efficient press bureau, to 
be conducted by trustworthy and competent news- 
paper men, should be established in New York and 
Chicago, and campaign pamphlets should be pre- 
pared and distributed by hundreds of thousands in 
the English language. The majority of the learned 
men connected with American universities have 
written in the interest of the German cause, and 
their writings should be placed in the hands of the 
masses, 

It takes money to do this indispensable work, 
but we believe that it requires only an earnest ap- 
peal to the conscience of the many wealthy German- 
Americans in all parts of the country to induce! 
them to finance this important undertaking, so that 
the American people may obtain an intelligent un- 
derstanding of the other side. 

Organize before it is too late! 


THE “LOQUACIOUS” AMBASSADOR. 
HE Anti-German Press is pleased to refer to Count 
Bernstorff as Germany's “loquacious” Ambas- 
sador, 

The Russian and the English Ambassador, we are 
told, do not talk half so much. But we feel sure that 
both England and Russia would be mightily pleased, 
if their ambassadors could talk half so well and to such 
excellent purpose. Everything that Count Bernstorff 
has touched has been successful, just as the mythical 
touch of Midas turned all things upon which he laid 
his hands into gold. 

Count Bernstorff asked for the opening of the wire- 
less station at Tuckerton; his request was granted. 

Count Bernstorff protested against the habit of re- 
garding this country as a naval base for belligerent 
Powers; his protest was heeded. 

Count Bernstorff protested against the arming of 
British commercial vessels leaving from American 
ports; again the American government, with admirable 
fairness, met the Ambassador’s wishes, 

Bernstorft’s articles in the Times and in the Independ- 
ent have already been too widely printed to need re- 
capitulation here. All in all, Germany is to be con- 
gratulated on possessing so wide awake a spokesman. 
Count Bernstorff owes his success to his moderation. 
He never speaks without just cause; he never asks, 
unless his request is righteous. There is nothing back- 
handed in his methods, he meets America fairly and 
squarely, in the same spirit in which our own Gover- 
ment is accustomed to act. No wonder England and 
Russia would like to cut the freedom of speech of the 
German Ambassador as they have cut the German 
cable. 
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NEWS THE NEW YORK TIMES WOULD LIKE 
TO SUPPRESS. 


HE New York Times chides the British censor for 
not suppressing the story of the Turco soldier 
who protested vehemently when from his scanty bag- 
gage there was removed the head of a German soldier 
which he proposed carrying back with him to Africa 
as a souvenir.. Evidently the old hypocrite on Times 
Square was taken off its guard. For we now know 
just what news the editor of the Times regards as “fit 
to print”. Whatever helps England or hurts Germany 
is Rt to print, whatever unmasks the true nature of the 
barbarous war waged against Germany by the savages 
of Africa, the Mongols of Asia and the Cossacks, under 
the direction of London is not fit to print. Meanwhile 
the Times, more English than the English Censor, con- 
tinues its criminal campaign for the suppression of 
truth, 


FOR THOSE WHO LOSE FAITH. 
An editorial of “The Saturday Evening Post.” 
The Surprises of War. 
ROM Macaulay's essay on Frederick the Great 
such union of Continental powers had been seen for 
ages. A less formidable confederacy had compelled Louis 
XIV to bow down his haughty head to the very earth. Such 
odds had never been heard of in war. The people whom 
Frederick ruled were not five millions. The population of 
the countries leagued against him amounted to a hundred 
millions, The disproportion in wealth was at least equally 
great. . . At the beginning of November the net seemed 
to have closed completely round him. The Russians were 
in the field and were spreading devastation through his 
eastern provinces, Silesia was overrun by the Austrians, 
A great French army was advancing from the west under 
command of Marshal Soubise. Berlin itself had been taken 
and plundered by the Croatians. Such was the situation 
from which Frederick extricated himself with dazzling glory 
in the short space of thirty days.” 

Or take France of 1793, rent and shattered by the Revo- 
lution, with anarchy and rebellion at home, with hardly a 
government, with little money and less credit, menaced by 
a coalition that at her best would have far outmatched her 
in paper strength—and rising to trample all her opponents 
under foot. 

In our own time it was easily settled on paper that little 
Japan could not possibly maintain a footing on land against 
Russia; and we have scen England, in order to subdue a 
handful of Dutch farmers in South Africa, compelled to 
put forth as great an effort as when she struggled with Na- 
poleon at the height of his power. 


THE PREMIER WITH THE SERPENTS 
TONGUE. 


REMIER Asquith attacks the German nation in 

the language of a fish-wife. There was a time 

when England was a country of gentlemen, Evidently 

the English cannot lose a battle without losing their 
temper. 


“IS YOURS THE ONLY LAW?" 


A Reply to Rudyard Kipling’s Poem Entitled: 
“For All We Have and Are.” 


By FREDERICK H. MARTENS. 
Is yours the only right? 
S yours the only law? 
Must all men bow before 
The menace of your might? 
And crossing England’s ways 
Submit them to her hate, 
Who blasts them with a phrase: 
“The Hun is at the gate.” 
The old commandments stand 
For Teuton as for ye, 
To nerve his cause and hand 
To keep him strong and free. 


Again the sword ye draw 
That ye have drawn of old, 
‘That profit come of war, 
That ye may have and hold 
The Seven Seas alone, 
The trader's golden fruit 
‘The while the Teutons groan 
Beneath the Cossack knout. 


Does not the Teuton leave 
His hostages to fate? 

Does not the Teuton grieve: 
“The Hun is at the gate!” 

May not on the Most High 
In prayer the Teuton call? 

Or is He England’s God 
And not the God of all? 

The old commandments stand 
For Teuton as for ye, 

To nerve his cause and hand, 
To keep him strong and free. 


Is not the Teuton’s goal 
The same as that ye claim? 
The tears that wring his soul 
Are they in him a shame? 
The Teuton fights for all 
For freedom, culture, right; 
‘Then what if England fall, 
The world shail stil! have light! 


THE LAUREATE OF THE FIVE FOOT BOOK 
SHELF. 


EN Prince Henry came to this country as the 

special ambassador of the Kaiser, sleek old 
Eliot attempted to spoil the effect of the imperial mis- 
sion by introducing the Prince, not as the brother of the 
Kaiser, but as the grandson of Queen Victoria. The 
anti-German virus evidently still rankles in the veins 
of the former president of Harvard who bartered away 
his reputation and the prestige of his university for a 
five foot book shelf. 
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We Poles In Austria 


By An Austrian Pole. 

E whe enters the wonderful edifice on the Franzering 

in Vienna, the home of the Austrian Parliament, will 

find the statues of the greatest Austrian Parliamentarians 

in the magnificent central pillared hall. Altogether there 

are but a dozen marble busts there, among them four of 

Poles, Grocholski, Dunajewski, Jaworski and, in the place 

of honor just at the right of the main entrance, the bust of 
Franz Smolka, 


The latter embodies in a measure the relation of the 
Poles to the Empire. Smolka, who as a revolutionist was 
Sentenced to death in 1848 and owed his life to Imperial 
clemency, became later one of the creators of Austrian 
Parliamentarianism and subsequently, for more than Afteen 
years, was President of the Parliament (Speaker). The 
development ef the Polish people in Austria resembles 
‘Smolka’s career. Still openly revolting in 1848, they co- 
ordinated themselves ever since the beginning of constitu- 
tional life te the Austrian state idea and attained a leading 
role in Austrian state affairs by absolute loyalty to the 
Emperor aad by a prudent policy in Parliament. 


The principle ef the Poles always to vote for the so-called 
State necessities, i, c, the budget and the Government's 
appropriations for Army and Navy, no matter whether the 
“Pole Club® of the Parliament was with the majority or the 
opposition, has always been considered the keystone of 
their parliamentary policy. Even though this attitude in 
Parliamentary disputes frequently takes a trump out of their 
hands, they invariably adhere to it, well recognizing the 
necessity of a strong Austria as the only and best warranty 
for the freedom and development of all Austrian peoples. 
In the old parliament (before the introduction of equal and 
Universal suffrage in 1907) when the landed nobility were 
the leaders of the Pole-Club, its attitude towards the Gov- 
ernment was frequently characterized as being taken not 
only in the interest of the Empire but also of the nobility 
itself which thereby seoured—as Government party—the 
domination in Galicia. In view of this, there was a curious 
‘xpectancy as to what the attitude of the Pole Club would be 
alter the new Parliament was elected by universal and equal 

` Suffrage, By the new democratic franchise the predominance 
nd power of the nobility in the Pole Club was practically 
destroyed and a majority of radical nationalist Pan-Poles 
was formed, However, the policy toward the Government 
remained unchanged, The nationalist Poles forming the new 
Pole Club strictly adhered to the practice of their predeces- 
Sors to strengthen the prestige of the Austrian Government 
within and without the Empire and invariably supported 
Sach Cabinet whether they were d'accord with it or not. 
1n the subsequent election the radical Polish peasant party 
Was victorious, but even then the parliamentary policy of 
the Poles remained the same as before. 


; This serves to show the unwavering loyalty of all polit- 
ical and social partica of the Poles to the Government and 
Particularly to the reigning dynasty. In fact, in none of his 
lomains is Emperor Franz Josef more popular than in 
Galicia. The Polish people always preserve for him a feel- 
ing Of gratitude in return for the granted national freedom 
Which Is ascribed to a great extent to his personal influence. 


AS a matter of fact, the national development of the Poles 
Austria is quite considerable, They enjoy a far-reaching 
Autonomy, have national schools including two universities 
Which are the Mecca of erudition for the whole nation, also 


for the Poles of Russia and Prussia where there are ne such 
national places of learning. They have also an Academy of 
Science in Cracow and, last but not least, their owa Polish 
judicature and administration. 


For several years Galicia's economic progress has been 
important, though it naturally suffered when Russia caused 
the crises of 1908 and 1912, The formation and prosperity 
of economic unions (industrial, savings, agricultural and 
consumers’ associations) have developed to a remarkable 
degree and in this respect Galicia outranks all other ceum- 
tries of the Empire, 


The Poles within and without Austria base the future of 
their nation entirely upon the governing policy of the Haps- 
burg Dynasty, and this confidence in the reigning House 
found an expression whea ten years ago the Galician Diet 
unanimously resolved to offer to the Emperor the ancient 
royal palace in Cracow for his residence, voting several 
million Kronen for this purpose. In accepting this gift ef 
the Polish people the Emperor stipulated that a portion 
‘of the palace be used as a Polish National Museum, which 
deeply impressed this temperamental peopl 


It is truly impossible to imagine better relations between 
the people and its ruler than those existing betweea Em- 
ror Franz Josef and the Poles, relations whic were 
“never darkened by any cloud” as the Emperor remarked 
when he received a deputation in Jaslo on occasion of his 
visit to Galicia In 1902; he also added that the Poles should 
devote themselves more to the military profession as the 
Polish soldier and officer were the most secure support of 
the Empire. For several years the Poles have actually 
shown a remarkable activity as regards various voluntary 
military organizations. There are not less than 80,000 mem- 
bers enrolled in same, who regularly take part in well dis- 
ciplined drill and rifle practice. Last year they even went 
through a period of maneuvers near Lemberg in which about 
8,000 men took part. 

When the war agaist Russia broke out a great number 
of these voluntary companies equipped themselves under 
the command of former active army officers. By the Im- 
perial Decree of August Ist they were incorporated in the 
“Landsturm” (Third Reserve), went to the front and right at 
the beginning of hostilities annihilated a squadron of Cos- 
sacks near Tarnopol. They were first in entering Russia in 
Miechow, after dislodging a Russian detachment there. 


Owing to the lack of unbiased news from the Galician 
theatre of war, nothing has become known here as yet of 
these brave men; but the fact that Grand Duke Nicolay 
Nicolajewitch, with utter disregard of international law, has 
decreed that the Polish Rifles and “Sokol” organizations 
should not be made prisoners of war, but should be sum- 
marily shot if taken prisoners, serves to show that their 
presence on the battle-field has made itself felt by the Rus- 


sians. 


A GERMAN BOY'S REPLY. 
By Max ZEWER. 
Translated by C. L. Droste. 
BOY of sixteen volunteers, 
But cannot stand the test; 
“My boy,” the doctor kindly says, 
“Too narrow is your chest.” 
“Tis broad enough to stop a ball, 
“Twill only be my loss; 
And if God wills, it’s broad enough 
To wear the Iron Cross.” 
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THE GERMAN-AMERICAN AND THE PRESI- 
DENT’S NEUTRALITY PROCLAMATION, 
By PROF. JULIUS GOEBEL. 


RESIDENT WILSON’S recent appeal for neutrality was 

of the greatest interest to German-Americans. We 

may rest content if it was a result of the protest of the 

German-American National Alliance against the hatred, the 

lies and the insults of the American press, long under the 

vicious domination of England. If, however, it is a warning 

directed against us, it is superfluous and calls for certain 
rectifications. 


It is not as German citizens that we protest but as Amer- 
icans, and, furthermore, from the same patriotic motives as 
those which inspired the President We protest above all 
against the secret and insidious assumption at the bottom of 
all attacks upon Germany: that this country is a depend- 
ency of England. The spirit of antagonism against Germany 
adopted by ignorant newspaper writers could never have 
found so strong an echo in public opinion had not the latter 
for years been poisoned by the idea of a supposed Anglo- 
Saxonism of our people, 


We protest, further, against that pretended impartiality 
which discards as biased and of questionable veracity what- 
ever statements are issued by the Germans, meanwhile ac- 
cepting as gospel whatever is advanced by the English, 
French or even Russians. This attitude—the famous “ju- 
dicial attitude” of certain circles in America—presupposes 
a state of mendacity and hypocrisy which seems incompre- 
hensible to our German sense of truth. To the German mind 
truth is the expression of the most sacred ethical convic- 
tions and not a wax figure which may be modeled to suit 
the occasion. We therefore consider it our sacred duty to 
give utterance to our convictions until the mask of hypoc- 
risy has been torn away and truth has become victorious, 


We consider the present war a life and death struggle 
of the German people for their national existence and for 
their highest possessions. We know that this war was 
forced upon the German people by their enemies and their 
jealous neighbors, and that they did not seck it, We are 
convinced that the downfall of Germany would be an irre- 
parable blow to American culture, which is more closely 
united to the higher civilization of Germany than to that of 
any other European nation, We decry every wanton war 
as infamous and as an inexpiable crime, and as Germans 
we know no more glorious and heroic ideal than that of 
peace bringer. But we believe also in the ethical justifica- 
tion of a sacred war such as the German people are to-day 
waging for its very life and for its mission in the history of 
the world, and we cast aside as hypocritical all loose talk 
about world peace when it comes to mean that the vital 
force of a strong people is thereby to be destroyed. The 
desire to crush by force or by the power of arbitrary agree- 
ment, as in the days of the ‘Holy Alliance,’ the development 
of a people such as the Germans is a crime against life 
itself, and the Germans would be a doomed people and not 
a nation of men, were they silently to resign themselves to 
the fate which their enemies have decreed for them. 


I believe that every German-American will fully agree 
with President Wilson that our country must preserve a 
strict and true neutrality in this war. This can only come 
about, however, when the American press ceases to in- 
fluence public opinion in favor of England and Germany's 
other enemies by the publication of false reports and repre- 
eentations, thereby offending millions of citizens who are 
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of a different opinion. In ordinary life we shun as a cad 
anyone who is inconsjderate of the feelings of others. If 
we were to treat the anti-German press as we should treat 
such a person the results would soon be apparent. Above 
all Jet us support the German-American papers! Although 
at the moment they may not be able to give us any direct 
news from Germany, they at least act as a healthy corrective 
to the contradictory and antagonistic reports of doubtful 
value which are telegraphed from London and Paris, and 
they stand united for the German cause. 

May the cry of rage against Germany which has swept 
the country during the past few weeks be a call to union 
for every German-American and every Anglo-American 
with German inclinations. When it is a question of the 
existence or non-existence of a noble people and of a cul- 
ture to which America owes its best, we cannot stand cooly 
aside. Nothing is farther from our intention than to offend 
or antagonize our fellow citizens of English, French, or 
Slavic origin, but we demand the right to stand for the truth 
according to the measure of our knowledge and to offer 
our struggling brothers all material and moral support of 
which the German spirit is capable in hours of need. 


The War and America 


ROFESSOR HUGO MUENSTERBERG, whose articles 
in THe FATHERLAND have aroused widespread inter- 
est, has written the first authoritative volume on the Euro- 
pean War and the book is being rushed through the presses 
by D. Appleton & Company, so that it will be on sale early 
next week. The noted author, at home alike in Europe and 
America, shows the true insides of the great war, its real 
motives and issues and their important meaning for our 
country. In successive chapters the volume considers the 
aggressors, the anti-German sentiment, the German-Amer~ 
icans, the Threatened Provinces, the English, the Philoso- 
phers, the Russians, the German policy, the Kaiser, the 
silent Voices, the Americans, and the Morals of the War. 

Tue FATHERLAND has had the privilege of examining ad- 
vance proofs of the volume and regards it of such vast im- 
portance to all who are interested in fair play for Ger- 
many and Austria, that it has secured a large part of the 
first edition. The retail price of the book has been fixed 
by the publishers at $1,00, postage ten cents additional. If 
you will send $1.10 to THe FATHERLAND a copy of the book 
will be sent to you prepaid at once, as long as the supply 
which we have engaged lasts. 

This volume contains so many real facts which have not 
found their way into the press, so much “inside information’ 
about the war, that every reader of THE FATHERLAND Not 
only should order a copy for himself but should endeavor 
to get the book into the hands of as many other fair-minded 
Americans as possible. 


USE THIS FORM TO ORDER. 
THe FATHERLAND, 
715 Broadway, New York City. 
Enclosed find $.. for which please send 
me prepaid .......... copies of Professor Muenster- 
berg’s book “The War and America.” 
Name «+--+ 


Address ....... 


*Enclose $1.10 for cach copy. Copies may be sent to 
separate addresses, if desired. 
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THE WAR SITUATION 


By the Military Expert of THE FATHERLAND. 


Bee than everything else Sir John French’s report 
on the activity of the expeditionary forces up to Sep- 
tember 3rd, has shown with what admirable “Elan” the 
German I to V armies threw back everywhere the beaten 
French and English forces so that they finally occupied the 
line Verdun-Paris. 

Today there is no doubt about it that the French armies 
would have been rolled up from the left flank and entirely 
annihilated were it not that English help saved them re- 
Peatedly from such a fate. Thus the Allies succeeded in 
escaping punishment and could withdraw under the shelter 
of the Paris fortresses. 

It was for the German General Staff now to decide how 
to continue their operations. 

Strategically and tactically it was without doubt extremely 
disadvantageous to attacks anew the beaten enemy in a 
Purely frontal position, a position whose flanks were ab- 
Solutely protected by the strong fortifications of Paris and 
Verdun, 

But it was not known whether the beaten armies would 
accept a battle at all. 

After the heads of the German armies had reached the 
river Mame, experiencing no resistance there, it appeared 
as if the retreat had been continued more to the South— 
at least to the Seine river. 

It was therefore necessary to follow. 

Paris at the flanks was very difficult to negotiate. Con- 
Sequently the German First Army spread out to the right 
backwards, whereas the Second Army continued to advance, 
Passing Paris on the East, a purely frontal movement not 
Possible otherwise. 

The Allies cleverly availed themselves of this weak mo- 
ment and gathered strong forces under the shelter of the 
Paris fortresses which they threw against the German right 
flank as the German frontal army in a new attack was pass- 
ing the Petit Morin. The German First Army on their 
side, now started to attack the enemy, found themselves 
however fighting an enemy vastly superior in number and 
had to confine themselves to defending their position at 
the Oureq river. The fight was fierce and bitter. 

If von Kluck (the First Army) succeeded in covering the 
German right flank by throwing the Paris army back, then 
the success was assured, as at the front everything was 
for the best. But the forces which advanced from Paris 
Were too strong and as the danger was imminent that the 
First Army would have to retire the Second and Third 
Armies had to renounce their advantages and to withdraw 
towards the North-east before it was too late. Part of the 
English army and the entire Sixth and Seventh French 
Armies had thrown their full weight on von Kluck, but here 
also our brave men showed their iron discipline, (which 
they maintained not only during an attack, but also during 
A defense) a discipline that understood the onslaught of 
an enemy, superior by fourfold their number, until the other 
armies had executed their movements in safety. 

The retirement of the German right flank naturally ne- 
Sessitated a backward movement of the center, which so 
far kept up an entirely favorable battle at Sezanne and 
Vitry le François, 

The German left flank was in the same disadvantageous 
Position as the right flank. The army of the Crown Prince 
had to surround Verdun, a first rate modern fortress, Be- 
‘tween them and the Fourth Army there were the big forests 


of the Ardennes with all their disadvantages, and help 
could therefore be given only in scant measure to decide 
the fight of the Germans in their favor. 

All these circumstances made it advisable to withdraw the 
Armies from their present positions, to group them anew 
and then to take the offensive as before. 

One cannot deny the Allies the right to be in high glee 
over this supposed crushing victory, after their deep sorrows 
and fears which filled the last five weeks, since the beginning 
of war with continuous defeats and rapid retreats, often tak. 
ing the shape of routs. This success came very conveniently 
to bring fresh spirit into the almost demoralized troops of 
the Allies. Now—for the first time—they can breathe more 
freely. 

But a victory is a somewhat different thing. 

In spite of all announcements of Anglo-American news- 
Paper men, that now finally the way to Berlin is opened and 
Germany's fate sealed, there is not yet a genuine spirit 
of victory animating the rank and file of the Allies’ Armies. 
Some few prisoners, some guns, which heroically covered 
the German backward movement to the last second, are 
taken, That is all. 

London is a better barometer than Paris. It warns the 
French already not to be too optimistic about the “victory.” 

Meanwhile Belgium is making desperate efforts to ob- 
struct our line of communication. The Belgians attacked 
Malines, Aerschot, Louvain, beating the Germans, but had 
to “withdraw behind the outer forts of Antwerp.” 

And now there are said to be already on the Belgian fields 
the Russians, 100,000 Cossacks!!! I am afraid the Bel- 
gian commission will have to proceed right away from 
Washington to Petersburg—pardon me, Petrograd, With 
these Cossacks you cannot jest—especially not since Russia, 
even outwardly, has stripped everything that reminds us 
of western culture. 

On the Eastern Battlefield, Russia seems to have thrown 
her main forces on the Austrians. Although even London 
chafacterizes the Russian reports of victories over the 
Austrians as “highly doubtful”, it seems that the armies of 
Auffenberg and Dankl had to take new positions behind the 
river San in ored to avoid a flanking movement of the Rus- 
sians. This is regrettable as the advantages so far gained 
had to be given up again. 

In East-Prussia the Russians got a second lesson, Gen- 
eral yon Hindenburg attacked the army of Rennenkampf, 
rolling up his southern flank at Lyck, and beat them thor- 
oughly. Again 20,000 to 30,000 prisoners were made, and 
150 guns taken, i. €., the artillery of an entire army corps. 

East-Prussia is now free from the enemy, 

The list of prisoners now published speaks volumes: Of 
Russians there are 200 officers and 120,000 men taken, 
then the Frenchmen follow worthily with 1600 officers and 
80,000 men; next Belgians and last but not least Englishmen. 

To feed them all will be no agreeable task for Germany— 
to me it seems to be a sign of pronounced humanity that 
German troops made so many “prisoners,” a humanity that 
our antagonists so savagely deny us. This shows clearly 
that we do not carry on this terrible war in order to totally 
“destroy” our enemies, but only in order to MAINTAIN our 
modest place in the sun, so jealously regarded by our 
neighbors. 

Really, a little less humanity would not be out of place 
toward such an enemy. 
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